
 
Stargazing Run-Around Story 

 
How to play: 
The Brownies sit in a circle.  Label each Brownie with the name of a different stargazing object (see 
below).  Then tell the following story.  Each time you mention the name of a Brownie’s object in the 
story, they have to stand up and run round the circle as fast as they can and back to their place and sit 
down again.  For one special phrase (“Telescope”) everyone runs.  Note that the story is written to 
allow for 26 Brownies (13 labels, each label is used for two Brownies, each label is called twice during 
the story, plus one label at the end for everyone) but it can be used for more or fewer Brownies if 
necessary. 
 
 
Labels: 
1. Observatory 
2. Planetarium 
3. Constellations 
4. The Plough 
5. The North Star 
6. Cassiopeia 
7. Orion 

8. Taurus 
9. Jupiter 
10. Mars 
11. Astronomer 
12. Solar system 
13. Moon 
14. Telescope (everyone) 

 
 

Story: 
• The Brownies were doing their Stargazer badge.  They were very lucky because they were going to 

go on a special visit to an observatory. 
• When they got there, they went into the planetarium.  It was very dark inside but it was big enough 

to hold everyone.  All the stars were projected on to the round ceiling.  The Brownies looked to see 
if they could recognise any of the constellations. 

• First they looked at the Plough, and they used the two stars at the end to find the North Star. 
• Then they looked at Cassiopeia – it looked like a crown for the Queen. 
• Then they looked for the great hunter, Orion, and saw that he was using his bow and arrow to 

chase the great bull, Taurus, across the sky. 
• They could also see a planet as well.  It was very bright because it was the largest planet, Jupiter. 
• “Where is Mars?” asked one of the Brownies.  “We can’t see it at the moment”, said the 

astronomer.  “We can’t see all of the planets in the solar system from Earth all the time,” she 
explained.  [Pause to wait for the two ‘Mars’ Brownies to get back to their places.]  “But if we keep 
looking, in a few weeks’ time we should be able to see Mars again.” 

• “Why is the moon so bright tonight?” asked another Brownie.  “It is so bright because it is full 
tonight.  It will start to get smaller now but in another month, when it has gone all the way round the 
Earth again, it will be full again.” 

• Then it was time to crawl out of the planetarium.  But the visit to the observatory was not over yet. 
• Now the Brownies went outside to see if they could spot any of the constellations.  It was a 

beautiful clear night and they had a great view of the stars. 
• “I can see the Plough!” said one of the Brownies. 
• “And those stars at the end of it are pointing right at the North Star!” said another Brownie. 
• “And I can see the crown of Queen Cassiopeia” said another Brownie. 
• As they looked, they could see more and more of the stars. 
• “Look, there are the three stars in the belt of Orion!” said another Brownie. 
• “That means that Taurus must be right next to it”, said another Brownie, “because the great hunter 

is always chasing him.”  And yes, there it was. 
• The Brownies could also see the two brightest objects in the night sky:  the full moon and Jupiter. 
• They also had a look for other planets but they couldn’t see any.  They would have to wait for a bit 

before they could see all the planets in the solar system. 
• Each of the Brownies was being real astronomer. 
• But of course the visit would not be complete until they had had a much closer look at the stars, 

and so to round off their visit they all went to have a look through the big telescope. 


